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Errare Humanum Est.
Errors during the scientific endeavor are normal.

Analysis
Data

Conclusions ERRO RS

Spelling mistakes
Meta-data inaccuracies
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Why Should | Care?

Persisting errors = fake knowledge

Errors
- Distort findings

Compromise replication efforts E RRO RS

~>
- Undermine evidence synthesis
- Misdirect theory, practice, & policy

Everything downstream is broken (incl. ECR efforts).
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Integrity of the Scientific Process.
Errors need corrections.

ERRORS

The serious pursuit of this goal is to be demonstrated.
In the absence of measures, the prevalence remains
unknown.
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Errors nef
The seriou onstrated E R RO RS
In the absen ce remains

unknown.
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Post-Publication Practices.

IEEE PSPB Operations Manual - Chapter 8.

= Only addresses changes to the metadata

= Retractions reserved for seriously flawed analysis
or erroneous data

ORGANIZATIONAL

ACM'’s Policy on Withdrawal, Correction, Retraction, &

Removal POLICIES

5 Types of actions, e.g.:
Corrections for production-related errors / when authors
made mistakes
= Editorial when authors made mistakes / credible allegations
= Minor issues via corrected versions of record
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404 Stats not found.

IEEE S&P corrections/retractions — data cannot be shared
ACM CHI corrections/retractions — data cannot be shared

SILENT NUMBERS
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Case Study.

8 Keywords (e.g., ,erratum®, ,editorial note", ,retraction®)

IEEE Xplore: article of S&P (N=2,439)

1 Editorial note:
= By authors: where to find updates on a topic
= Only within the PDF version

PRACTICE

ACM: research articles of CHI (N=11,500 since 2008)
5 Corrections: corrected version of record EXAMPLES
= Editorial notes described the changes as minor & dates
= Earlier version might remain accessible via SM

USENIX website: articles of 2020 and 2025 (N=564)

5 Errata slips on the main website

= List changes in detall

= Also listed on the sub-website page of the paper
= ACM digital library lacks any indication
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Research:

The Role of Culture.
Shifting incentives for correctness over novelty RECO M M E N DAT| O N S

Avoiding penalizing corrections
ERROR as a bug bounty program

Structural Changes.

Change of policy (incl. researchers)
Conference organizers as point of contact

Living documents
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What incentive would encourage you to correct mistakes?
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